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further complicated by the fact that on the follow-
ing day, Sunday February 20th, Hitler was due to
make an important speech to the Reichstag.

The Cabinet sat for just on three and a half hours
on the Saturday; by then it was clear that the
Foreign Secretary was bent on resignation.   His
approach to the Spanish question had hardened into
one of basic principle as to our relations with foreign
governments in general and dictators in particular.
In addition he was putting forward the view that
Grandi and Mussolini were working for his removal
and had virtually made it a condition of successful
negotiation with Britain.   The Foreign Office was
being ostentatiously and irregularly left out when
the Italians communicated with us. However sympa-
thetic the members of the Cabinet might feel they
had necessarily to keep in mind the latest develop-
ments in a situation which was clearly not confined
to Spain and Italy,   On Sunday afternoon Herr
Hitler spoke: the contents were dull and heavy, but
full of vague menace, and he used the occasion to
mention Mr. Eden by name and pour contempt on
his policy.    Members of the Cabinet now pressed
Mr. Eden to reconsider his decision in the light of
this speech.   It would now be urged abroad, and
Germany would certainly not discourage the rumour,
that Britain's Foreign Secretary had been sacrificed
by the Cabinet in response to Herr Hitler's demand.
This would not be in the national interest; various
formulae were worked out, but they were of no avail;
Eden decided to take his stand.

In many respects he was wise to go when he did.
From his own point of view the implications of Mr.
Chamberlain's direct diplomacy were contrary to
his League upbringing and to what his public
expected of him, and from Mr, Chamberlain's point
of view if he had managed to agree to a formula